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On December 28th, 1895, an audience in Paris was the first to see 
a film projected by the brothers Auguste and Louis Lumière, who 
considered it “an invention with no future”.
The Lumière brothers wanted the spectator to feel that what he was 
seeing was real, and with the moving images they made their dream 
come true. In the beginning, cinema was merely a visual art form, 
with no sound.
In the first cinemas, which were mostly theatres converted to the 
needs of film projection, the owners of the premises hires musicians, 
mainly pianists, to accompany the film.
The musical score, performed live, underlined the highlights of the 
film and affected the emotional tension of the viewers. Spectators 
were more caught up in the film and the fiction came closer to reality. 
And cinema has been providing excitement to millions of spectators 
ever since.

The first multiplex cinema was built in the United States in 1962. The 
aim was to offer a wide variety of shows at the same time.
Often, the multiplex is created as a system that is part of a larger 
complex such as a shopping centre, or it may be independent. In 
other cases, it is created by dividing up large pre-existing buildings, or 
newly constructed structures.
The theatre has always represented in the collective memory the 
privileged location of cultural entertainment. Theatrical plays never go 
out of style; rather, they continue to flourish.
In the urban setting, they are always acknowledged as prized 
buildings of architectonic value. As a result, they are subject to rigid 
standards of protection as they are truly pieces of the civil and cultural 
heritage. 

“Lights down!”. And the adventure of the cinema begins. Theatres
buildings open to the public where drama, concerts, musical events, 
opera, poetry readings and dance performances are displayed.

Town cinemas
buildings fitted with screens open to the public and located in town 
centres, often inside historic buildings.

Multiplex
buildings divided into at least three screens open to the public, 
complete with accessory services and often located near large 
shopping centres

The evolution  
of the show

A stage to each 
type of art




